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M- By Murrey w (arder^ 

A |s/»shinttoil Post 
P. <?ase ^l- 


iwiMl #r*.i 


^en. Clifford ^ v*. 
f^J.) cliafgek yesterday ttfat 
there is “glaring Inconsisten- 
cy’^ in the Nixon Mmin'istrai 
tion’s explanations of tJS. 
flpapcing ol 'ITiai; troops in 

taos. * 

' Case said he' believes that 
'.the administration is violating 
legislation which “forbids the 
use of Depaftnierit of Defense 
-hphey for’ funding foreign 


nivney lui XU11UA14& 

iherceridries In Lads;” 


rcenaries in ijaus. 

'he St?ite and’ pe f ense de- 
laAmeht's disagreed. They 
l»td the 1970 legislation cited 
ly Case would bar the trans- 
fer by Thailand of U.S.-sup- 
died military assistance to an- 
ither country. But in i^he case 
L a o's, t h e departments 
ilaimed, thd legislation per- 
mitted the iise of Defense De- 
)artment funds for “Thai vol- 
irtieers who are operating in 
rregular 'guerrilla units in 
l,do 5 under the command of 
he Royal Lao Armed Forces.” 

Case redalled yesterday that . 
;e stated on May 20 that lie 
lad learned “from Govern- 
ne'nt sources that there are 
;o^? ’ to ' six thousand Thai 
xpops' in iiaos and the U.S. 
jpyernment — through the 
DJA— is paying for them." 

stand by thab statemerii,” 
[lase said yesterday, and “1 am 
glad we how have a better 
.dga of where the money is 
jpmlng from.” 

';pab claimed that new In- 
fp^rtiatiori supplied to him “di- 
rictly ‘ contradicts testimony 
gnren by Secretary of Defense 
Melvin R.I Laird on June 14 
bpipre" the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee?’ 

e and 'Defe nse couh- 
ySwIffay that there" is 
ailjtency," 


■t ^ during the 

gressmen expressed t^e be , 
lief that one avenue of tands 
had been blocked off. only to . 
Md that funds had been 
^awn from another categor.v. i 
In this case, the distmc .on, 
cSawn by the administrat. on _ 

was between the use oi i -e | 
Regular overseas MUiU^V As. 
sistance Program (MAP. and^ 
funds drawn from the De , 
fensc Department budget, 
called “Military Assistance, 
Service Funded” (MAS>F). 

terday from David M. Abshwe^ 

Assistant. Secretary of J^tate 
fi Congressfonal Betatmns. 
dated July 15. It said: 

“Support for these [Thai] 
Irre^le'S is supplied wider 


wMch, as ytJU know, is funded 
through the Department of 
Defense budget at ‘Military 
Assistance, Service Funded’ 
(MASF)." 

Case contended that this 
statement conflicts witb 
Laird’s responses to his ques-! 
tions on June 14. He asked 
Laird then if the “Military 
Assistance Program” would he 
usefl “for regular or ‘Irregular 
Thai troops in Labs,” of if 
tlrat financing “comes from 
^soTifc”Whefe' wse.'” Xaird re- 
plied, “That is correct. The 
i Military Assistance Program 
!will not fund that program.” 
Laird later repeated the dis- 
jClaimer. 

j Senate, sources yesterday 
,said that in another exchange, 
Case asked; “Would the fund- 
ing for Thai troops in Laos 
fall under the international 
security program.” Laird re- 
sponded: “There is no pro- 
-am in our department which 
finances such a program.” But 
in the transcript as amended 
by the Defense Department, 
these sources said, Laird’s 
answer was changed to state: 
‘There is no such program in 
our Department’s request for 
international security assist- 
ance.” 

When asked for explanation 
of that change, a Defense De- 
partment spokesman yester- 
day said that the subject of 
Laird’s public testimony was 
“the international security as- 
sistance program.” 

Laird’s comments, “at that 
point in the lengthy hearings, 
the spokesman continued, 
“were in the context of MAP 
not MASF.” It is “normal 
practice, the spokesman con- 
tinued, for the Committee and 
the Department each to make 
their own corrections in “the 
unofficial draft transcript . . . 
for accuracy and clarity.” Con- 
gress “is, of course, fully aware 
of the MASF program,” said 
the spokesman, and Laird’s re- 
marks were “reviewed” to as- 
sure that they were “under- 
stood” in the proper context.! 

A State Department spoke.s- 
man said that Congress, in 
1966, set up the MASF pro-, 
gram for use of Defense De-! 
pattment funds for Laos, Thai- 
land and Vietnam. 

Case said yesterday that 
^the fundamental issue re- 
pains. of, the public’s and the 
Congress’ right to know what 
1? happe ning in the ‘secret 

vT 
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*financin^ Ttiai_Jrii‘egH lar§ 

itmit in.Ji^0S. ’ 

parfmpnt. spokesma n 
t^rfeaW Brav III said yester- 



amendment, 
Bray said, tfie U.S. government 
is prohibited from using any of ^ 
the*^ $2.5 billion for Vietnam to, 
Afpport other “free world; 
forcea’ aiding the local govern-. 

■^ints cJIaos and Cambo^. _ 

have taken the position m: 
executive branch,” said; 


‘Xecuuve ui anvil, I 

oTlRe Fulbright amend- 
icnt, “that these free world, 
orbes wbffld be formallyorga- 

roVerriffiiSts and under the com . 
^d of nationals of those gov- 
^mentsT .1 j 

riZ“P^^e|ular f^dfc^s’’ , 
. 'inch ' iZnoFthe" casi for^lhe; 
Thai volunteers in Laos, ^ray 

TTIi’T :,*»! nr ■Frnm tnA 


b ailahd, a h 

fu^y im Tmr-iTjfoTpmm.aag in 
V” i.Iase"hair^'iTIer estimaL 
sSIheir number at between 4,^ 
ahd 6,000, but state departniem 
officials said that number is 

*‘®hWbright and Case insist 
that the amendment is intended 
•to prevent , the use of mercenar- 

Bray also denied Case’s j 
hha^ dh'he floor of the Senate ; 
[yesterday that the funds to sup-. 
Sport theL Thai volunteers come; 
Iput of the budget of the Cental 
SjjiteUiwnce Agency. He stTOd. 
3&hihd a letter sent by thede- 
^partmehtTo Ca^ July 
.released yesterday-that sup 
Vport goes through the Lao rnili- 
ulary program funded by the De- 

’.‘SiSSttis-jaiaiiw 

the ~a "^»^ecKaHlC3. of 


nut bv the CIA:: ::S^ig-a 

Case’s statement yesterday 
accused the administration of ai 
“glaring inconsistency” m its 
p^Son“t„ndmeTha,W: 

S 7 ''s‘''r“sSc“r'’& 

Foreign Relations Committee. 

Case quoted Laird assaying,! 
in answer to a direct quesuons i 

• at the senatoi was 


"it :ii. iiL ; ^ 2 

“correct” about funds for the, 
volunteers coming^^ni s^i 
where else” - ' ^^e milita^i 
assistance prograrn will not fund 
I that program,” Laird said. 

Yet the July 15 letter to Case 
UtSid tLt “support for these 
■Irregulars is supplied under the 
Lao military aid program whicm 
as you know, is funding through 
t^^ DeVrtment of Delense 
budget as ‘Military Assistance, 
Service-Funded ( MAS! ) 

he could not explain 

confusion” over what Laird 




ithe 


had told the Foreign RelaUons 


HaoS' around ihe 

"61 Jar s. , may be worked. 



Committee. Both he and Case’ 
noted, however, that Laird s 
words were technically correct, 
since the name, “military assist- 
ance program” as such has been 
eliminated from Laos — as well 
as Thailand and South Vietnam. 

In 1966 Congress bowed to the 
request of the Johnson adminis- 
tration and included military aid 
to those three countries in the 
regular Defense Department 
budget. So the “military assist- 
ance program” formerly con- 
trolled by the State Department 


Nbi 


department’s “^mary A^i 
ance, Service-Funded” program. 
Laird did not emphasize this 
point to the Foreign Relations 
Committee in assuring Case that 
no funding would go through the 
i extinct “Military Assistance 
jProgram.” j 

I Case yesterday also asked that , 
the administration provide aj 
White Paper on all the details ofl 
Laos. He said the taxpayer has a 
right to know what is being done 
with the $350 million a year the 
administration has adinitted 
spenniu^ there. Byay sa i d lo 


cn^h White Pliifer_is.-b^ pre- 
nn,.nH -Rnt admihlstrati^ <tti- 

SSiMLSraiSLfifWlPff- 

admuSW® 
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